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Nothing is destroyed. The form is merely
changed.
Spontaneous combustion is accidental
burning of a substance caused by the evolu-
tion of heat through chemical action within
the elements comprising it.
COMEDY, kom'edi, a form of drama in
•which the subject matter is less serious and
the treatment less dignified than in tragedy,
and in which the outcome is happy. It is
in general less exaggerated in its humor
than the farce or the burlesque (see drama).
The following list includes some of the
best-known comedies in modern literature:
Man  and   Superman	Shaw
The   Little   Minister	Barrie
The   Mind-the-Paint   Girl	Pinero
She Stoops to Conquer (1773)	Goldsmith
The  Rivals   (1775)	Sheridan
The School for Scandal  (1777)	Sheridan
Comedy   of   Errors    (1594)	Shakespeare
Merchant of Venice (1597)	Shakespeare
Much Ado About Nothing  (1597) . Shakespeare
As You Like It  (1599)	Shakespeare
Twelfth   Night   (1602)	Shakespeare
Rip Van Winkle  (1866), Jefferson and Bouci-
cault.
COMENTttS, leomefnius, johx amos
(1592-1671), a Moravian clergyman, rank-
ing1 as the greatest educator of his day.
He began his career as a teacher in the
school of the Bohemian Brethren in Mo-
ravia, and afterwards became a preacher
and assumed charge of a school in his
parish. After the Thirty Years' "War he
settled in Poland and assumed the direction
of a gymnasium. It was "while holding this
position that Comenius published his first
great work, The Gate of Tongues Unlocked.
Comenius can justly be considered the
originator of methods and principles in gen-
eral use at the present day. He divided
schools into four classes: the mother school,
which was the home; the vernacular school,
or the primary school; the Latin school, and
the university. He believed in the study of
the mother tongue, the various branches of
natural science and natural history. He
also advocated the development of the child's
moral and spiritual nature along -with Ms
intellectual powers, and he believed in phys-
ical training and equal education for both
sexes.
COMETS, Jcom'ets, heavenly bodies which,
move with incredible speed from, or toward
the sun, in remarkable orbits. The appear-
ance of a comet is always a matter of in-
tense interest in the regions of the earth
 where it is visible, as few can be discerned
by the naked eye. To the eye the cornet
appears to be composed of three parts: a
star or bright spot, called the nucleusj a
foggy mass surrounding this, called the
coma, and the field of light, or tail, which
follows the main comet. The tail is usually
bright and narrow near the headx, but it
widens into a fan-shaped appendage farther
from it. "While the comet is approaching
the sun, the tail trails behind, but as the
comet goes away from the sun, the tail pre-
cedes it. The three parts are not always
present, however, for sometimes a comet may
seem like a thin cloud with a bright spot
near the middle^ or even like a small hairy
mass.
Comets vary greatly in brilliancy, some
being exceedingly bright, but only about
thirty of such appear in a century. By
means of the telescope new ones are con-
tinually being discovered. Some of these
bodies travel around the sun in elliptical
orbits; others appear from some unknown
source, go toward the sun, pass around it
and then depart on a line nearly parallel
with the one on which they approached;
while a third class, after going beyond the
sun, leave it on a line which diverges from
the one of their approach. It is evident
that comets traveling in either of the last
two orbits will never again approach the
sun unless they are attracted from their
respective courses.
3sfo astronomer knows with certainty the
exact composition of a comet or its origin;
it is hard to tell what force has sent some
of them from some other system, apparent-
ly, into this one of ours for a time; but the
astronomers can predict the return of comets
which have once appeared, if they are of the
type that do return. It is supposed that the
nucleus is composed of hard matter per-
haps meteoric stones, and that the tail is
gaseous, not necessarily itself in combus-
tion, but perhaps bearing only reflected light
of the sun. One comet at least has been
known to divide into two and then to dis-
appear? and it is thought that others are
fading away. Of the comets that have
been seen thus far, Halley's comet, which
was discovered in 1682 and remained in sight
for about a month, is the most important.
Records show that it appeared in 1456,1531
and 1607. It appeared again in 1759, 1835
and 1910. Upon observations of this comet

